AAIS Antitrust Guidelines





Since 1945, the insurance industry has been subject to a limited exemption from the federal antitrust laws as a result of the McCarran-Ferguson Act. This Act reserves to the states the right to regulate insurance without federal intervention. The Act specifically exempts the “business of insurance” from federal antitrust laws to the extent it is regulated by state law. However, the exemption does not apply to acts or agreements of boycott, coercion, or intimidation. In recent years, the courts have interpreted this exemption narrowly, and efforts have been made to repeal or substantially reduce it. In addition, in some states such as California, the insurance industry is subject to a state antitrust law. For these reasons, AAIS’ policy is to conduct its business in full compliance with the antitrust laws to the extent that they are applicable.


In order to avoid antitrust exposure for AAIS and seminar participants, AAIS has adopted the following guidelines for its Web-based seminars. These guidelines must be adhered to during the entire seminar. This includes the opening and closing minutes as participants log on and off, since discussions which take place informally may also give rise to antitrust violations. 





The following subjects present serious antitrust problems and must be avoided:





Statistical Data and Information. Other than as permitted by state law, there must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS concerning the joint development, analysis or present or future trending of historical data or the profit margins sought by insurance companies.


Rates/Premiums. Other than the ratemaking which AAIS is authorized to perform on behalf of its members in some states, there must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS about the rates utilized or premiums charged presently or in the future for any insurance products or services by any insurance organization. 


Quotations on Certain Risks. There must be no discussion or agreement among member companies or with AAIS with respect to the decision to quote or not to quote certain types or classes of risks. Similarly, there must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS with respect to the terms upon which to insure particular risks.


Use of Standardized Forms. There must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS that requires adherence to standard forms or that would result in a boycott or otherwise harm competitors using non-standard forms or offering non-standard products or coverages.


Availability of Insurance. There must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS which has the effect of limiting the availability or the types of specific insurance products or services offered by any insurance companies.


Market Allocation. There must be no discussion or agreement among companies or with AAIS allocating insurance products or dividing territories or customers.








It is the responsibility of all persons participating in this seminar to comply with the antitrust laws. If you have any questions concerning these guidelines, they should be referred to the president of AAIS or another available AAIS representative.


